
Days/Times Room CRN Theme Instructor 

MW 9:30a-10:20a HCRS 1066 67318 Photography Anwer, M 

MW 10:30a-11:20a HCRS 1066 11567 Photography Anwer, M 

MW 12:30p-1:20p HCRS 1066 67322 Photography Anwer, M 

MW 12:30p-1:20p HCRN 1143 11566 Food  Brite, E 

MW 1:30p-2:20p HCRN 1143 11569 Food Brite, E 

MW 3:30p-4:20p HCRN 1143 19116 Food Brite, E 

MW 8:30a-9:20a HCRN 1143 19115 Location Kong, NN 

MW 9:30a-10:20a HCRN 1143 67334 Location Kong, NN 

MW 11:30a-12:20p HCRN 1143 19117 Location Kong, NN 

MW 9:30a-10:20a HCRS 1054 19111 Terrorism  Jengelley, D H 

MW 10:30a-11:20a HCRS 1054 19113 Terrorism Jengelley, D H 

MW 12:30p-1:20p HCRS 1054 11737 Terrorism  Jengelley, D H 

TTh 10:30a-11:20a HCRS 1054 67328 Genes  Tehrani, Z A 

TTh 11:30a-12:20p HCRS 1054 13132 Genes  Tehrani, Z A 

TTh 1:30p-2:20p HCRS 1054 67339 Genes  Tehrani, Z A 

MW 8:30a-9:20a HCRN 1145 11580 Selfie Ware, J A 

MW 9:30a-10:20a HCRN 1145 67338 Selfie Ware, J A 

MW 11:30a-12:20p HCRN 1145 67329 Selfie Ware, J A 

TTh 9:30a-10:20a HCRN 1145 67323 Nature  Watkins, A E 

TTh 10:30a-11:20a HCRN 1145 13135 Nature  Watkins, A E 

TTh 11:30a-12:20p HCRN 1145 67320 Nature  Watkins, A E 

MW 1:30p-2:20p HCRS 1066 67335 Privacy Weinberg, L 

MW 3:30p-4:20p HCRS 1066 13136 Privacy Weinberg, L 

MW 4:30p-5:20p HCRS 1066 65248 Privacy Weinberg, L 

MW 10:30a-11:20a HCRN 1145 67327 Maps Swanson, N 

MW 12:30p-1:20p HCRN 1145 67349 Maps Swanson, N 

MW 1:30p-2:20p HCRN 1145 67333 Maps Swanson, N 

TTh 12:30p-1:20p HCRN 1145 19114 Frontiers Jarriel, K 

TTh 1:30p-2:20p HCRN 1145 20612 Frontiers Jarriel, K 

TTh 3:30p-4:20p HCRN 1143 19195 Frontiers Jarriel, K 

MW 1:30p-2:20p HCRS 1054 22993 Rights Parry, J. 

MW 3:30p-4:20p HCRS 1054 22994 Rights Parry, J. 

MW 4:30p-5:20p HCRS 1054 22995 Rights Parry, J. 
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Theme Descriptions 

Food       

While it is true that all animals must eat to live, for humans the act of preparing and eating food is also cultural.  At each and every 

meal, we make decisions about what to eat, where, and with whom that reflect how we think the world works and how we should 

behave in it.  Our food habits are also clear signals about our belonging to particular communities and culture groups.   And because 

these systems of norms, beliefs, and social connections that are expressed in our foodways are always changing, our concepts of 

what is “good to eat” are constantly evolving as well. In this course, we will explore the many ways that food is an evolving idea in 

human societies.  We will learn about how food impacted our hominid ancestors, how it organizes our social lives, and how it shapes 

the world we live in.  Finally, we will eat together and experience what happens when people come together to share food. 

Frontiers 

While "frontiers" might initially conjure images of the Wild West or the opening narration of Star Trek, the idea of the frontier is 
everywhere. Someone might say they're in "uncharted territory" when describing a new or unfamiliar experience. We call innovators 
"pioneers" and science "the endless frontier."  Frontiers have profoundly shaped our understanding of the environment, politics, 
and knowledge. They are not merely neutral boundaries; frontiers separate us from them, civilization from wilderness, and the 
known from the unknown. Throughout this course, we will explore frontiers from different historical eras—from ancient 
Mesopotamia to the "final frontier" of space exploration—and ask why they were created and what purpose they serve.  
 

Genes     

Can our lives change our genes? The genes we inherit contain DNA, or a genetic code, that determines our unique characteristics 

and predispositions for specific diseases.  Although the genetic code we are born with cannot be changed, breakthroughs made 

within the last decade have revealed that it is not solely our genetic code that impacts our health and well-being – our environment 

can too by modifying how our genes behave. Furthermore, these modifications can be passed from parent to future 

generations.  This course will examine how the understanding of inheritance has evolved from one that dictates our destiny into one 

that is far more fluid and susceptible to our daily lives (diet, toxins, physical activity, stress).  Students will have the opportunity to 

explore how their environment and personal choices not only affect their own health and longevity but also that of their children 

and grandchildren. 

Location 

Location plays a very important role in every aspect of life. Location information can be used to study various topics, from culture, 

political issues, to environmental research. In order to understand locations, and to use geographic information for problem solving, 

people have been using various ways to map the world. This course will explore the evolution of mapping technology surrounding 

the idea of using geographic information to improve the quality of life and society as a whole. Through this 8-week course, students 

will learn the basic knowledge about geographic information, develop spatial thinking skills, and create online interactive maps as an 

individual and as a group to tackle grand-challenge problems. 

Maps 

We see maps everywhere, from walls and textbooks to televisions and smartphones. They influence how we see the world and how 

we interact with it. Yet maps are not neutral representations of space: modern cartography developed as a tool for states to lay 

claims to territories near and far, and the evolution of maps is closely tied to the history of science and changing notions of “truth.” 

At the same time, there have long been forms of “counter-mapping” and “mapping from below” that reveal alternative relationships 

between people and space and between knowledge and power. In this course, we will trace the historical evolution of maps and 

mapping and consider how shifts in political, economic, and social circumstances change how we design, produce, and use maps. As 

part of this course, students will complete their own mapping and counter-mapping projects. 

Nature  

Nature, the usual thinking goes, is the very antithesis of human culture. And yet, the concept of “nature” is itself a cultural invention, 

one that has changed radically over the last three centuries. This course will allow students the opportunity to chart these 

prodigious changes – occurring in both science and culture – and use them to reflect on their own relationship to the natural 

world.  When in class, students will participate in dynamic conversations; yet, most of the activities will take students outside the 

classroom, allowing them to engage the world around them and to see it from new perspectives. Students will have opportunities to 

work on exciting projects that involve GIS mapping, exploring local parks, and even an environmental service project.  

 

 



Photography      

The history of photography is fundamentally tied up with the history of modernity. In this course we will examine how the invention 

of the camera and the popularization of photography changed the very way in which we perceive the world. Although we will briefly 

touch upon the evolution of photographic technology, our primary focus will lie in exploring the many ways in which a seemingly 

simple apparatus came to impact multiple facets of modern life. Everything from the conception of art to notions of mourning the 

dead, from colonial histories to the idea of the self, came to be reconfigured through engagement with the photographic form. By 

the end of the course students will have learnt to study photographs closely, to be able to articulate their emotive response to 

images, and to assess critically photography’s role in our present cultural moment.  

Privacy 

What is privacy? This course examines how the concept of privacy intersects with cultural anxieties, legal dilemmas, and economic 

transformations in U.S. society. By tracing the development of privacy alongside the introduction of new technologies in U.S. culture, 

students will gain an understanding of how the possibilities and perils of new technologies shape privacy concerns. Drawing from 

historical, feminist, critical race, and legal studies perspectives and representations of privacy in popular culture, students will 

ultimately develop an interdisciplinary awareness of how to intervene critically and creatively in privacy debates. 

Rights 

What are rights? How are they distributed? And how do they affect the world? As this course will demonstrate, such questions have 

historically been tightly bound up with another question: “Who gets to be human?” While certain famous documents enumerating 

rights have held them to be “self-evident,” the boundaries to which rights extend have frequently halted far short of embracing all 

humanity. Consequently, one’s ability to appeal to such rights is highly contingent upon one’s capacity to appear as human 

according to historically specific criteria. As this course will demonstrate, the border between those beings who enjoy rights and 

those who don’t has been (and continues to be) highly elastic. Drawing on a diverse range of materials, including punk rock lyrics 

and legal treatises, this course will grant students a theoretical grounding in the history and possible futures of the concept of rights.  

Selfie 
To what extent is one’s self accessible through narratives? In what ways do our narratives emerge from our physical settings, 
cultural rituals, social norms, and shared values? These questions will launch our exploration into composing life portraits as a 
means to research and capture the complexity and aesthetic of shared human experience. In this course we will use self- portraits to 
bring us in touch with the lives of strangers and to imagine how who we are informs collectively who we may become. We will use 
our portraits to think analytically about issues that concern us and to inspire collective action. 

 
Terrorism      

What is terrorism?  This 8-week honors experience provides the intellectually curious the opportunity to evaluate key questions 

surrounding terrorism, including its interpretation and presentation in the media. The course starts by exploring how terrorism is 

defined and then considers the origins of terrorism and how it has evolved, including changing goals and strategies of terrorists. By 

the end of the course, students will have a solid understanding of modern terrorism, its changing nature and causes. 

 


