
 Day  Time Location Section CRN Theme Instructor 
Lec 1 M/W 8:30 - 9:20 HCRN 1143 024 11580 Borders Duncan 
Lec 2 M/W 11:30 - 12:20 HCRN 1143 022 11737 Identity Riehle 
Lec 3 M/W 12:30 - 1:20 HCRN 1143 023 11569 Food Brite 
Lec 4      M/W 1:30 - 2:20 HCRN 1143 062 67329 Play Watkins 
Lec 5 M/W 2:30 - 3:20 HCRN 1143 064 67328 Play Watkins 
Lec 6 T/TH 4:30 - 5:20 HCRN 1143 063 67327 Genes Tehrani 
Lec 7 M/W  8:30 - 9:20 HCRN 1145 034 67340 Knowledge Ware 
Lec 8      M/W  9:30 - 10:20 HCRN 1145 033 67338 Knowledge Ware 
Lec 9 M/W  10:30 - 11:20  HCRN 1145 032 67339 Borders Duncan 
Lec 10 M/W 11:30 - 12:20 HCRN 1145 013 65248 Borders Duncan 
Lec 11 M/W 12:30 - 1:20 HCRN 1145 015 67318 Slang Moore 
Lec 12 M/W  1:30 - 2:20 HCRN 1145 014 67319 Monsters Facinelli 
Lec 13 M/W 2:30- 3:20 HCRN 1145 012 67320 Genes Tehrani 
Lec 14 M/W 3:30 - 4:20 HCRN 1145 043 67333 Genes Tehrani 
Lec 15 T/TH 4:30 - 5:20 HCRN 1145 044 67335 Slang Moore 
Lec 16      M/W 8:30 - 9:20 HCRS 1054 042 67334 Slang Moore 
Lec 17 M/W 9:30 - 10:20 HCRS 1054 004 11567 Terrorism Jengelley 
Lec 18 M/W  10:30 - 11:20 HCRS 1054 003 11566 Monsters Facinelli 
Lec 19      M/W 11:30 - 12:20 HCRS 1054 002 67342 Monsters Facinelli 
Lec 20 M/W 12:30 - 1:20 HCRS 1054 054 67349 Knowledge Ware 
Lec 21 M/W 1:30 - 2:20 HCRS 1054 052 67323 Identity Riehle 
Lec 22 M/W 2:30 - 3:20 HCRS 1054 053 67322 Identity Riehle 
Lec 23      M/W 11:30 - 12:20 HCRS 1066 065 13130 Play Watkins 
Lec 24 M/W 12:30 - 1:20 HCRS 1066 066 13132 Terrorism Jengelley 
Lec 25 M/W 1:30 - 2:20 HCRS 1066 067 13134 Terrorism Jengelley 
Lec 26 M/W 2:30 - 3:20 HCRS 1066 068 13135 Food Brite 
Lec 27      M/W 3:30 - 4:20 HCRS 1066 069 13136 Food Brite 
Lec 28 M/W 10:30 – 11:20 HCRN 1143  070 19111  Loss Servaty-Seib 
Lec 29 T/TH 8:30 – 9:20 HCRN 1143 071 19113 Loss Servaty-Seib 
Lec 30 T/TH 9:30 – 10:20 HCRN 1143 072 19114 Loss Servaty-Seib 
Lec 31      M/W 8:30 – 9:20 HCRS 1066 073 19115 Photography Anwer 
Lec 32 M/W 9:30 – 10:20 HCRS 1066 074 19116 Photography Anwer 
Lec 33 M/W 10:30 – 11:20 HCRS 1066 075 19117 Photography Anwer 
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Theme Descriptions 

Borders      
Borders are demarcations that separate. Whether it is nationality, race, religion, or gender, they delineate us vs them. While borders appear to be fixed and 
naturally occurring, they are fluid, constructed by geopolitics and societal norms. Symbolically and tangibly, they are major constructs in our understanding of 
self and the nation. They are the points at which conflict occur. However, their continued relevance has been contested in the age of globalization and 
transnationalism. In this course, students will develop a critical understanding of borders including their construction, purposes, characteristics, implications, 
and evolution. Thematically, we address border making in the context of sovereignty and nation-states, the permeability of borders to ideas, trade, diseases, 
and persons, border control and border fortification / securitization, the contestation of borders, and borderlands. 

Food       
While it is true that all animals must eat to live, for humans the act of preparing and eating food is also cultural.  At each and every meal, we make decisions 
about what to eat, where, and with whom that reflect how we think the world works and how we should behave in it.  Our food habits are also clear signals 
about our belonging to particular communities and culture groups.   And because these systems of norms, beliefs, and social connections that are expressed in 
our foodways are always changing, our concepts of what is “good to eat” are constantly evolving as well. In this course, we will explore the many ways that 
food is an evolving idea in human societies.  We will learn about how food impacted our hominid ancestors, how it organizes our social lives, and how it shapes 
the world we live in.  Finally, we will eat together and experience what happens when people come together to share food! 

Genes     
Can our lives change our genes? The genes we inherit contain DNA, or a genetic code, that determines our unique characteristics and predispositions for 
specific diseases.  Although the genetic code we are born with cannot be changed, breakthroughs made within the last decade have revealed that it is not 
solely our genetic code that impacts our health and well-being – our environment can too by modifying how our genes behave. Furthermore, these 
modifications can be passed from parent to future generations.  This course will examine how the understanding of inheritance has evolved from one that 
dictates our destiny into one that is far more fluid and susceptible to our daily lives (diet, toxins, physical activity, stress).  Students will have the opportunity to 
explore how their environment and personal choices not only affect their own health and longevity but also that of their children and grandchildren. 

Identity 
Identity can be a powerful notion in personal and social spheres. What is identity, and how are identities formed, discovered, changed, and communicated? 
How does one’s identity influence or relate to personality, self-image, and the ways in which we perceive and interact with others, virtually and otherwise? We 
will explore these questions while drawing upon research and theory from a wide variety of disciplines, including sociology, psychology, philosophy, and 
neuroscience. At the end of the term, we should emerge with a better understanding of ourselves and others. 

Knowledge      
How do we know what we know?  At large universities like Purdue we engage in research to expand what we know, to discover and better understand the 
world. This course will analyze the very process of knowing: how we come to know anything at all.  It will also investigate how we invest in and structure the 
creation of knowledge:  how do the questions that we ask and the assumptions we hold shape what answers we will find?  From the classical period to the 
present, we will consider how what we “know” about knowledge has changed over the centuries and how it has been conditioned by developments in the 
humanities and sciences. 

Loss 
Loss is an inevitable part of life.  All life events, whether desirable or undesirable involve both losses and gains. This course involves students in an examination 
of various definitions of and broad applications of the concept of loss. Hands on projects will engage students in cultural and personal self-reflection.  Students 
will develop a nuanced sense of how all losses are grieved and how the process of grief is normative and often connected with growth.  



 

Monsters     
This course examines the concept of the monster from ancient Greece to the present. It explores questions about the meaning and function of monsters in 
various cultures and time periods and how they may reflect fears, challenges, prejudices, and the question of how humans can cope with their internal and 
external world.  Lectures will cover such diverse areas as literature, history, philosophy, religion, psychology, and the visual arts. Students will analyze and 
discuss materials in their recitations, centered around exploring the questions of what monsters tell us about the society that envisioned them and about 
ourselves. Group projects will reflect on and interpret concepts. 

Play     
As psychologists and anthropologists have generally come to agree, play helps humans develop cognitive strategies and physical behaviors, allowing them to 
succeed in their present environments and adapt to new ones. For quite a long time, though, play was seen as the mere buffoonery of children, replete as they 
are with surplus energy and nonsense. In this course, students will explore the evolution of “play,” including playthings and games, as it changed significantly 
over time and across a variety of disciplines. Students will, in charting the evolution of play, be participating in the forms of play and games under 
consideration. 

The underlying mission of this course: to encourage students to “play with purpose” in their new, college environment – that is, to actively use this 
developmental setting for their own adaptive advances. In this effort, students will be asked to design unique forms of play that enhance the college 
experience and its role in cultivating human beings.  Ultimately, students will actively (and playfully!) participate in the promotion of the course outcomes: the 
growth of collaborative, analytic, and interdisciplinary research skills. 

Photography      
The history of photography is fundamentally tied up with the history of modernity. In this course we will examine how the invention of the camera and the 
popularization of photography changed the very way in which we perceive the world. Although we will briefly touch upon the evolution of photographic 
technology, our primary focus will lie in exploring the many ways in which a seemingly simple apparatus came to impact multiple facets of modern life. 
Everything from the conception of art to notions of mourning the dead, from colonial histories to the idea of the self, came to be reconfigured through 
engagement with the photographic form. By the end of the course students will have learnt to study photographs closely, to be able to articulate their emotive 
response to images, and to assess critically photography’s role in our present cultural moment.  

Slang 
What’s so wrong with ain’t? What makes saying it feel so right? In this course, dedicated to the twisted history of slang, we will try to understand why certain 
words have such a hold over us and what is at stake in the lexical choices we make. From the poetry of common speech to the theories of the linguistic elites, 
we will consider a variety of texts and materials that think broadly about the politics of language. While phrases like “on fleek” and “stay woke” seem 
inseparable from our shared short-attention span, they too have a history, one that stretches back to the beginnings of western civilization. In representing the 
nonstandard, they structure our very concept of standardization. They are the disorder that orders the modern world. To study them is to study the line that 
separates insider from outsider, citizen from slave and isn't from ain't. 

Terrorism      
What is terrorism?  This 8-week honors experience provides the intellectually curious the opportunity to evaluate key questions surrounding terrorism, 
including its interpretation and presentation in the media. The course starts by exploring how terrorism is defined and then considers the origins of terrorism 
and how it has evolved, including changing goals and strategies of terrorists. By the end of the course, students will have a solid understanding of modern 
terrorism, its changing nature and causes. 

 


